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This application filed 01/25/2005 is a 371 of PCT/GB03/03224 07/30/2003. Claims 1 to 
13 are before the Examiner. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 6-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112-2 as being vague and indefinite. 

Clam 6 is vague and indefinite because it refers to vinyl derivative (2), which is not 
present in any of the claims 1-5. Formulas (2a) and (2b) are vinyl derivatives. 
Changing 'derivative (2)' to 'derivative (2b)' is recommended. 

Claims 7-12 are drawn to claims 1-6, which relate to a method of preparing 
cyclohexanone. The chemical 'steps' in claims 7-12 relate to method of converting the 
cyclohexanone to a cyclohexanepropanoic acid. It is suggested that "A method 
according to any previous claim comprising the additional steps of:' be replaced with 'A 
method of preparing cis-cyclohexanepropanoic acid of formula (11) comprising:'. 
It is also suggested that a formula for the cis-cyclohexanepropanoic acid be included. 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 1-5 and 13 are allowed. 

Claims 6-12 would be allowable if rewritten or amended to overcome the rejection(s) 
under 35 U.S.C. 112, 2nd paragraph, set forth in this Office action. 

The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject matter: 
Cyclohexylsulfones of the instant case are known in the prior art, for example, WO 
03/01 8543 A1 . However the novelty of the instant case is in the method of preparing 
the compounds. The utility of 1-aryl-1-phenylsulfonyl vinyl sulfones in the preparation of 
the intermediate cyclohexanone in this context has not been reported (see Tetrahedron 
Letters 2004, 45, 3345-3348). In addition, the conversion of the cyclohexanone to cis- 
cyclohexanepropanoic acid using cyanomethylphosphonate is not known in the prior art. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany 
the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of 
Reasons for Allowance." 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Nizal S. Chandrakumar whose telephone number is 
571-272-6202. The examiner can normally be reached on 8.30 am - 5 pm Monday- 
Friday. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Thomas McKenzie can be reached at 571-272-0670 or Primary Examiner D. 
Margaret Seaman can be reached at 571-272-0694. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Nizal S. Chandrakumar 




MARGARET SEAMAN 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 



